"civilized" nations, was the chief spokesman on the Japanese side. 21 On August 19 the Russo-Japanese treaty of friendship and commerce was concluded22 and signed by Putiatin, Nagai (Naomune) Gembano-kami, Inoue Shina-no-kami, Hori Oribe-nokami, Iwase Higo-no-kami, and Tsuda Hansaburo. The main body of this agreement governed relations between the two countries until 1904, 23 and, among other things, provided for: the exchange and permanent residence of diplomatic and consular agents; the opening of Kanagawa, Hyogo, and one other, unspecified, port in western Honshu (the first two in addition to Hakodate and Nagasaki, the third in place of Shimoda, harbors already opened) in 1859, 1863, and 1860, respectively; the admittance of families; permanent residence in the open ports; freedom of movement within specified geographical limits; the leasing of land; the renting, buying, or building of houses, stores, and churches; residence in Edo and Osaka for commercial purposes only, as of 1862 and 1863, respectively; trade without government interference; the determination of import and export tariffs; the prohibition of traffic in opium; the limitation of weapon sales to the Japanese government and foreigners; the prohibition of rice, wheat, and copper exportation; the acceptance of foreign currency; extraterritoriality; and most-favored-nation treatment.24 21 Ibid., p. 93; LITKE, Ioc. cit., pp. 336-37. 22 The emperor was informed of the treaty by the Bakufu (Shogunate) on August 22 (HIOKI, p. 93). The treaty is also known as the Ansei treaty, or the Edo alliance (B. TANAKA, Nichiro Kosho-shi [Tokyo, 19441, p. 67). 22The appended tariff was superseded by the convention of 1867. The treaty as a whole was "annulled" by the Russo-Japanese War and was replaced in accordance with Article XII of the treaty of peace (Portsmouth, Sept. 5, 1905) by "the system of reciprocal treatment of the most favored nation," pending the conclusion of a new treaty of commerce and navigation. Such a treaty was signed on September 11, 1907. The negotiations were crowned by the reception of Putiatin by Tokugawa Iemochi,25 the young26 heir apparent of Shogun Tokugawa Iesada, and a farewell dinner. On August 20 Putiatin returned to Kanagawa, escorted by a colorful paper-lantern procession.27
On August 22 Putiatin departed for Shanghai on the clipper "Strelok," while the frigate "Askol'd" prepared to leave for Hakodate; but the "Strelok" got only as far as Shimoda. Boiler damage and the inability to continue onward solely by sail in the face of rough seas and strong unfavorable winds forced the vessel back to Kanagawa on August 24. Putiatin returned aboard the "Askol'd" and once more set out for Shanghai on August 25. 28 The frigate headed rapidly toward the shores of China and was within seventy miles of Wusung when a typhoon almost sent her to the bottom of the sea. Seriously crippled, she did not matters of difference as may arise between the Government of Japan and any European power" and that "the ships of war of the United States shall render friendly aid and assistance to such Japanese vessels as they may meet on the high seas, so far as can be done without a breach of neutrality" (UNITED STATES, Treaties, conventions, international acts, protocols and agreements between the United States of America and other powers, 1776-1909, compiled by W. M. MALLOY [Washington, 1910] , p. 1001). The Russian trade regulations follow the American text almost verbatim. There are some changes in order: the Russian regulations make no mention of opium because the clause has been embodied in the main body of the treaty, whereas Regulation VII of the American text is given separately as an appended tariff. The Russian regulations add the provision that "in those cases where there is no Russian consul, everything which is related to consular responsibilities can be carried out either by the consul of any other power friendly with Russia or through the Japanese customs authorities." $1,000 are equated to 1,350 rubles silver. 28 The slipper "Strelok," meanwhile, stayed to make the necessary repairs; upon completion of these it was necessary to carry out assignments in Shimoda and northern Japan before proceeding to Shanghai by winter ("Pis'mo," pp. 173-74).
reach Wusung until ten days later. Abandoning all hope for an early return to their country, the crew now had to seek out a place for the repair of the frigate. The high prices and bad climate of the Chinese coast induced them to select the quiet, easily accessible roadstead of Nagasaki, where timber was plentiful and cheap and provisions cost "almost nothing." As soon as Putiatin had left for Russia on a mail steamer, the "Askol'd" headed back toward Japan.29
Inclement weather beyond the Saddle Islands prolonged the voyage of the "Askol'd" by some three weeks-a stop-over was made in a relatively protected place behind Raffles Island -and contributed to the outbreak of a severe epidemic of malignant malaria and dysentery among the crew.30 Nagasaki appeared to the Russians as the promised land; Vitkovskii, the ship's doctor, estimates that, had it not been for rest and recuperation at that place, the frigate would have lost half of her crew and might never have made it back to Russia." As it was, the number of men who died in Nagasaki during the following eight months was so large that "the graveyard there was transformed from a Dutch one into a Russian one."32
The rehabilitation of vessel and crew could not have been accomplished without the good will and co-operation of the Japanese authorities. Fortunately, the governor of Nagasaki was most helpful.33 He provided the officers with quarters in the monks' dormitory at Gosinji temple-the monks were moved to the temple proper-order the construction of two adjacent barracks for the crew,34 and arranged for the housing of the sick. The Russians were permitted to follow their own laws and customs within the temple grounds. Theyset up mountain howitzers in front of the captain's doors and a longboat gun, which was discharged daily at noon and sunset, behind the low stone enclosure. Even cattle, the slaughter of which was forbidden by Japanese law, were sold to the Russians, on the assurance that "it is extremely difficult for Europeans to live without meat," and grazed in one part of the compound." The "colony" was "officially opened" by a banquet at which the Russians played host to the Japanese city authorities, including the governor and his replacement,38 and to Dutch officials.39
Meanwhile, ship repairs awaited the recuperation of the greater part of the crew. The patients in the lazaret has been well on their way to recovery-a month and a half after their arrival "even the memory of the epidemic had disappeared"40-when a new disease had begun to make serious inroads on the health of the crew, a disease "the causes of which were no longer conditions aboard ship, but conditions of the very life on shore." More than one-quarter of the men who had survived the epidemic unharmed became infected with syphilis;4l and, while the treatment of syphilis with mercury proved "quite satisfactory," the doctors found it particularly difficult to effect cures because, as one of them, D. V. Mertsalov, complained later on, "the sick were running away from the hospital into a near-by brothel, and bonzes and other Japanese were bringing alcoholic beverages to the hospital."42 wherever possible, proposed that the officers stay in various houses in the city. The offer was declined because the Russian leaders believed that such separation would demoralize the crew and inconvenience themselves ( In November repairs were begun in earnest and continued with but one interruption-a four-day New Year's celebration, during which the crew made merry with compatriots from the newly arrived clippers "Dzhigit" and "Strelok."43 The Russians worked simultaneously on three projects-carpenter work done aboard the frigate, mast work done near the "admiralty," the sloop work done near the temple44-but hasten as they might, there were delays due to slow delivery of necessary materials, the training of carpenters from among the crew,45 and the discovery of further rot. It was June 1859 before the reloading and rearming of the "Askol'd" could be begun.4A On June 26 the work "which the foreigners, and particularly the Dutch, had considered impossible" had been successfully completed, and the frigate pulled out onto the roadstead, fully prepared to undertake any kind of voyage.47 During Putiatin's visit to Edo in August 1858 his entourage, guided by printed Japanese maps, had seen sights in the capital and had ridden into the surrounding countryside,48 while the remainder of the crew at Shimoda had strolled along shore in a wooded area near town.49 There had been neither time nor occasion for extensive contacts with the population. It was different at Nagasaki, where the protracted moorage of the "Askol'd" provided ample opportunity for rapprochement.
According to Russian testimony the Japanese were, in general, well-disposed toward them 50 As their oldest acquaintances, the first who had settled on shore for a longer [ entered into the closest relations with them, we enjoyed the utmost confidence and respect of the private inhabitants of Nagasaki as well as of government personnel. In regard to the former we could notice this from the good and polite reception which we constantly met in whatever private home we happened to enter. In stores we bought various things better and cheaper than other foreigners; several objects which the Japanese were not permitted to sell to foreigners they secretly brought to the temple at our request, and we had occasion thus to obtain different things [such as swords] for foreign acquaintances who had tried in vain to get them in stores. As regards officials, the preference which they gave us before all other nations which visited Nagasaki was obvious. In all [their] difficulties with foreigners they usually turned to us for advice before reaching a decision. Often, merely to oblige us, they satisfied demands [which were] not in accordance with their laws and customs, and in general, by all their actions, showed respect and trust [toward us]. This pro-Russian or, perhaps more correctly, less anti-Russian feeling, similar to the predilection which in the early 1850's had led some Japanese to advocate an alliance with Russia,5 was attributed to several fortuitous circumstances. Japan's social scale, for example, placed the warrior and official above the merchant. Most of the foreigners who frequented Nagasaki after the "opening" of the country were traders, whereas Russia was represented exclusively by naval personnel and bureaucratic officials. The resultant misconception that Russia was without a merchant class favorably impressed the population."2 Furthermore, the position of the United States had been compromised by the wanton destruction of property and assaults on shopkeepers on the part of sailors from the men-of-war "Mississippi" and "Powhatan"; that of Great Britain by the attempt of one Englishman to smuggle opium into Japan, the passing of forged assignments in payment for Japanese goods by a countryman of his, and the wounding of a Japanese guide during a hunt by a third Englishman; and that of France by a French merchant's transporting his Japanese Not all the Japanese, however, differentiated between Russians and other "barbarians." One day, for example, a Russian midshipman who had trespassed into the courtyard of one of the lordly houses was promptly ejected by officials within. Although such intrusion as the mariner had committed was expressly prohibited by treaty, the Russians felt that the action of the Japanese called for "swift and strict punishment." Deviating from his policy of seeking satisfaction through the Japanese authorities, the captain commanded the officials in question to report to him without delay on pain of having their house leveled by Russian guns. When they appeared, they were deprived of their swords and made prisoners. They were not released until after a representative of their lord-the lord of Chikuzen-had made a public apology in the latter's name and had promised that they would be punished in accordance with Japanese law.55
The punishing this insult as the Russians had done, the captain instructed them that such things were not done among European nations, that a foreigner could not be confined unless his government had been notified beforehand, and that every member of an embassy or commissariat was further protected by diplomatic immunity, the violation of which would rupture friendly relations between the states concerned. He brushed aside Japanese reference to his own recent measures by telling them to proceed as they wished, without concern for the laws and customs of "civilized" nations, once their shores were studded with guns and protected by a powerful fleet; meanwhile, such action would be "careless. Closer individual contacts-so important in undermining prejudices-had been multiplying for some time, as merchants catering to the sailors had swelled "the dead little village" near the temple into a "huge live settlement." Russians studied Japanese; Japanese, Russian. The Japanese learned rapidly, more rapidly than the Russians, and the Russians encouraged Japanese efforts, aware of the importance of cultural penetration.59 Officers who could be spared from repair duties spent whole mornings in study with a considerable number of young people from the merchant class and even from among officials.60 Among the officials who thus learned Russian and "listened to the affairs of the West," there was, for example, Shiga Shimpo (1842-1916), who was to become one of Japan's foremost experts on Russia.61 Russo-Japanese amity culminated in a series of farewell parties given by the villagers. Ac-68 LITKE, IcC. cit., No. 13, pp. 401-5. cording to Russian accounts, "both men and women without distinction" embraced and kissed the sailors and cried. "During the embarkation, in spite of the fact that the sailors were led in formation, they found means of separating, and it cost great pains to seek them out in the houses where the Japanese literally hid them from the officers." Prominent members of the community called on the officers with gifts. One official who for several weeks had been confined to bed by illness had himself carried aboard to bid the Russians goodbye. When the "Askol'd" weighed anchor, Japanese shouted farewell in Russian. Japanese boats surrounded the frigate, and several Japanese actually traveled aboard the vessel to the very opening of the bay "and cried like little children." As Litke asked rhetorically: "How can one fail to acknowledge after this the sincerity of the disposition and friendship of the Japanese?"62 II En route to Russia by way of Cape Hornthe southwest monsoon dominated the China Sea-the "Askol'd" entered Hakodate harbor to take home gifts which Consul losif Goshkevich63 had received for his country. Before she could continue on her voyage, however, Adjutant General Count Nikolai Nikolaevich Mrav'ev-Amurskii64 arrived on the steamer "Amerika" on August 3, 1859, and required her 62 LITKE, loc. cit., No. 13, p. 409. "Laid on thick" as some of the Russian descriptions may appear to an American reader at first glance, they take on more credibility-with due regard for some possible literary embellishment-when one considers that the threefold embrace and kiss were traditional among Russians; that the Japanese are an exceedingly polite, hospital, and emotional people; and, last but not least, that Japanese sources testify to Japanese interest in Russian civilization. At the "wintering place of the Russian Far Eastern naval unit," for example, enterprising merchants displayed Russian signboards, and, it is said, "even a mere child also understood Russian" (K. NAITO The "Askol'd" proceeded to Kanagawa, accompanied by the "Amerika" and the corvets "Rynda" and "Griden', "67 which had also been "caught" in Hakodate. Reinforced by the corvets "Novik" and "Voevoda" and the clip- over with the bordering friendly states-Japan and China-and to this purpose provided me with the necessary authorization, I hasten to come here to confer with the wise Japanese statesmen in order to put an end in writing to all doubts concerning Sakhalin.
The interest of both our states demands that this matter be decided definitively as quickly as possible, because foreigners may take advantage of the uncertainty of its condition and occupy for themselves a place on the island Sakhalin, [something] which, of course, can no longer happen when the whole island will be acknowledged in writing [as] in Russian territory, and will be under the protection of the forces entrusted to me. The Japanese government itself sees now what significant naval forces are already at the disposal of Russia here; but the building up of these forces here was begun only five years ago, and [they] will increase each year. For the above mentioned reasons it is essential for mutual security that the whole island be under our protection.
Anxious as the plenipotentiaries were to settle the boundary issue, they failed to see the validity or honesty of this argument. Pointing to Article II of the Treaty of Shimoda,75 they refused to draw a line of demarcation between Russia and Japan south of Sakhalin Island, which their government, in conformity with the letter of the above-mentioned article, considered indivisible between Russia and Japan. They offered to compromise on a line across Sakhalin at latitude 500 north,76 but Murav'evAmurskii would not settle for less than the whole island. He even asserted that Putiatin had not been empowered to discuss Sakhalin, as Sakhalin was within his own jurisdiction as governor-general of eastern Siberia77-an interesting assertion in view of the fact that Murav'evAmurskii himself had advised Putiatin in August 1854 that "it is better to leave the 170 GEORGE ALEXANDER LENSEN boundary question undetermined as before than to confirm them in even the smallest part of Sakhalin."78 He explained his stand in a letter to Prince Aleksandr Mikhailovich Gorchakov, the minister of foreign affairs: "Considering that the rights of the Japanese are just as indeterminate as ours ... I could not agree to any division of it [i.e., Sakhalin] between Japan and us, and particularly in consideration of the fact that, because of Japan's weakness, any foreign state can easily take possession of that part which will be recognized Japanese, consolidate [its position] there, and inflict on us thereby considerable damage for all times to come, especially in relation to La Perouse Strait, which constitutes the nearest and only exit for our vessels from the Strait of Tatary into the Pacific Ocean."79
Undaunted by Japanese opposition, he wrote his sovereign: "The occupation of a point on the southern tip of Sakhalin is essential for us, and does not contradict the treaty of the year 1855. Of course, this will not please the Japanese government, yet it will not break up our peaceful relations with it and will further strengthen that influence which we have on it as the closest and strong neighbors."80
It is easier to understand why Murav'evAmurskii's crude attempt to gain possession of southern Sakhalin by double talk aroused resentment among the Japanese than why Murav'ev-Amurskii stooped to such tactics in Japan, in view of his appreciation of the success of Putiatin's friendly and sincere approach, the relatively good disposition of the Japanese toward Russia, and their acumen and astuteness, he wrote:" Having been in Japan I agree with the opinion of Putiatin [and Murav'ev-Amurskii did not often agree with Putiatin] that it is much pleasanter to have dealings with this people than with the Chinese; I must also give him credit that the relations which he began with this people have left them with a good impression of the Russians: they like us more than the Americans; but here, too, I do not understand the passion of Putiatin to teachl they will learn everything without us, particularly navigation; we had better learn ourselves than teach people who will soon surpass us. For some time the representatives of strong naval powers had met with insults in the streets of Edo, though they studiously ignored them, to avoid incidents for which they were not yet prepared.84 Murav'ev-Amurskii's conduct had not endeared the Russians to the increasingly restless population of the capital, and now they, too, became targets of affront and injury. refuge in a small hotel. There were anxious moments as the locked-out rabble threatened to break through the flimsy doors and walls, but fortunately police, summoned by the reluctant host, arrived in time to escort the "tourists" out of their district unharmed. Similar protection was required several more times in other districts until the vicinity of the palace grounds was reached. Turning into a familiar street, the Russians swaggered "like dandies from Nevskii Avenue" into a restaurant frequented by Westerners. Here they were surrounded "with all possible respect and comfort . .. including a fifteen-year-old beauty who [would come up to them] on her knees offering [them] sweet cake."X86 Such incidents discouraged individual strolls about town, and the Russians ventured ashore in larger groups and saw sights in the company of Japanese officials, but they still went whither they pleased, ignoring warnings about madding crowds and conservatives. "Sometimes," wrote Michman (Midshipman) Kornilov, "we did indeed chance upon relatively large throngs of people, who looked at us in the same way as in our [country] peasants look at a bear on a chain, that is, they met us largely with shouts and laughter, but in these shouts and laughter there could be heard much more astonishment and curiosity than enmity and ridicule."87
The misgivings of the officials were justified, and tragedy was to mar the rest of the "Askol'd's" stay. Having found it inconvenient to obtain provisions through governmental authorities, the Russians did their own shopping in Yokohama, which had rapidly been transformed from an "empty dale" into a "rather significant little city where foreigners settled."88 One evening, August 25, Michman Roman Samoilovich Mofet and two sailors, Sokolov and Korol'kov, had completed their purchases and were on their way back from the shops to the longboatSokolov, carrying a box with unspent money, walked with Mofet, Korol'kov some distance ahead-when suddenly several Japanese with drawn swords set upon them from a side street. Sokolov was killed on the spot. Mofet fled some distance but collapsed mortally wounded.89 "They were left in a pool of blood, the flesh 86KORNILOV, loc. cit., pp. 115-17. 87 Ibid., pp. 119-20.
hanging in large masses from their bodies and limbs. The sailor was cleft through his skull to the nostrils, half the scalp sliced down, and one arm nearly severed from the shoulder through the joint. The officer was equally mangled, his lungs protruding from a saber gash across the body, the thighs and legs deeply gashed."90 Korol'kov was warned by shouts from Mofet and managed to escape alive, though not unwounded, by rusing into a Japanese shop. When Michman Avinov, who had remained with the longboat, reached Mofet, he found him surrounded by Americans, "but in spite of the help immediately given by a Japanese doctor and later on also by an American one, all attempts to prolong Mr. Mofet's life were doomed to failure." Two hours after receiving the wounds Mofet was dead.9'
Wrote an English correspondent:92
The ruffians, it appears, were not content with simply killing and robbing, but must have taken pleasure in cutting them to pieces. All three, unfortunately, were unarmed; but numbers of people were either in sight or in close vicinity. Was it, then, a mere highway robbery with murder as an accompaniment, or was it an act of hatred and revenge? It is said that one or more officers had been dismissed, on the complaint of General Mouravieff, for insults offered to some Russians in Jeddo; and it is believed the parties had come down to Kanagawa. This is certain-by the depositions of the stewards and of the officer, who did not expire until some of his companions had reached the spot-that one or more of the attacking party wore the two swords distinctive of an officer's rank in Japan. A sandal was left on the ground, which by its marks proved also the rank of the wearer to be above that of a coolie. A vest, too, had been torn off, but with no distinguishing badge or mark, and a piece of a broken sword was found by the bodies,-all useful means of tracing the assassins. But the Governor, when the British Acting Consul, Vyse, went to him at 4 o'clock in the morning, on being informed of what had happened, treated the whole matter with a kind of brutal levity (such, at least, was the impression he gave), and there is little hope that any steps will be taken, unless General Mouravieff can impress the Government with a salutary fear of consequences. It is, perhaps, so far fortunate that such a tragedy should not have happened before the arrival of the Russian squadron, as it is some six weeks since any British man-of-war has been seen here, nor is there any on the Japan station, unless one has recently arrived in the south. An American man-of-war has not been seen for a still 90 The London Times, p. 5. 91 KORNILOV, loc. cit., pp. 120-21.
92The London Times, p. 5. longer period, not is it likely any will appear frequently, since it is seldom that more than one or two are ever stationed in the China Seas.... In the present state of affairs in Europe it would certainly be a strange eventuality if England, France, and America all should owe to the intention of a Governor-General of Siberia, and the unforeseen presence of a powerful Russian squadron, the personal safety of their diplomatic agents in Japan, as well as the possibility of maintaining their position.
To the chagrin of the other foreigners, a committee of inquiry appointed by Murav'evAmurskii reported that the murders must be considered a simple act of brigandage.93 They did not agree. "Each had his own plan of what ought to be done: some were for burning the town down, others for attacking Yedo; one or two sensible ones proposed that the authorities should forbid their officials to wear swords within the districts opened to foreigners. All expected that some severe act of retribution would, of course, be inflicted on the murderers if caught, but, if not, on the government, by the large Russian squadron in the neighborhood, as a warning and a lesson that it would be called to account for the life of every foreigner by all European governments combined."94 Instead, Murav'evAmurskii departed with his squadron on September 5-he had moved back aboard the "Amerika"-leaving only the "Askol'd" behind to conclude the settlement of the incident.95 The authorities had promised to do everything in their power to ferret out the assassins, to send a deputation of dignitaries aboard the "Askol'd" to convey the government's official regret, to dismiss the governors of Yokohama, and to execute the murderers in the presence of Russian witnesses on the spot where the crime had been committed. The officers and midshipmen of the squadron had contributed to a fund for the erection of tombstones on the graves of Mofet and Sokolov,91 and the Japanese agreed to guard their burial place in perpetuity. Murav'ev-Amurskii made no demands for a financial indemnity, because, as he put it, "Rus- 
